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Jersey (1913) it was declared to constitute "class legislation," by applying only 
to individuals within state institutions and not to the members of the same 
natural class in the population at large. In Iowa the Federal District Court 
(1914) declared the statute to constitute a "bill of attainder." Following this 
decision, Iowa repealed her (1913) law, and enacted a new one (1915) which 
applies only to Hospitals for the Insane, and which in each case requires the 
consent of the patient's family. The New York statute,- which was copied 
after that of New Jersey, was held (1918) by the court to constitute "class 
legislation." In Michigan the court, following the decisions found in New 
Jersey and New York, declared (1918) the law to constitute "class legislation." 

In reading the several decisions it is clear that if the statute provided for 
the sterilization of all persons within the state who present a certain constitu- 
tional condition it would be very apt to stand the scrutiny of the courts so 
far as "class legislation" is concerned, even though only a single type of 
degeneracy be subjected to the operation. 

Iowa has enacted three laws on the subject. In Oregon the proposed 
legislation of 1909 was vetoed, but reached the statute books in 1913, was 
vetoed in 1913, but reenacted in the same year. Finally (1917) a new statute 
following quite closely the model law of the Committee on Cacogenic Control 
was enacted. In Nebraska the proposed law was vetoed in 1913, but reenacted 
in 1915. The California statute of 1909 applied to insane, feeble-minded, and 
criminal classes. The later statutes have confined the law to the insane and 
feeble-minded, and have extended it to new institutions for these classes. 

As to the working out of these statutes, up to March 1, 1918, California 
had performed 1,077 operations; Connecticut, 12; Indiana, 118; Iowa, 67; 
Kansas, 3 ; Michigan, ; Oregon, 17 ; Nebraska, 25 ; Nevada, ; New Jersey, 
0; New York, 9; North Dakota, 32; South Dakota, 0; Washington 1; Wiscon- 
sin, 61. Total, 1422. — From Eugenical News, May, 1918. 

Wisconsin Eugenics Laws. — The "eugenic law relating to marriage" of 
Wisconsin was passed hurriedly in 1913, was so poorley worded as to lead to 
much discussion and thus resulted in wide education of the citizens regarding 
the nature and purpose of the law. In 1917 it was revised in the light of 
experience. Dr. M. F. Guyer, reviewing this legislation ("Amer. Jour. Obstet- 
rics," vol. 77, pp. 485-492), says that "there can be no doubt that, in general, 
public opinion in Wisconsin is strongly in favor" of the measure embodied in 
the law. The State Health Officer, "the one person who knows in greatest 
detail how that law is working out . . . feels very well satisfied with the 
measure and is convinced that it is accomplishing much good. It has already 
prevented the marriage of a considerable number of people infected with 
venereal disease in a communicable form. . . . Opposition has about dis- 
appeared" and only occasional applicants for a marriage license resent it." 
Even men from other states, contemplating marriage, have made application 
to the Wisconsin State Health Officer for examination." Undoubted education 
of the public in regard to the dangers to meet which the law was passed "is 
one of the chief benefits of the law." There is still considerable difference of 
opinion in regard to the value of the law requiring physicians to report all 
cases of venereal disease in the communicable stage treated by them. 

Dr. Guyer then gives the text of the law authorizing the sterilization of 
criminals, insane, feeble-minded and epileptic individuals, which was passed 
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during 1913. "The State Board of Control is proceeding with great caution 
in exercising the authority granted it by the legislature in this statute. . . . 
The operation of vasectomy was performed upon twenty-two males during the 
months of July and August, 1915, and that of salpingectomy upon thirty-five 
females during the summer of 1916. Up to date about one hundred feeble- 
minded individuals have been so treated, of whom some sixty were women. 
All such patients have made speedy recovery and no bad physical effects have 
resulted. All are being kept under observation and reports are being made to 
the State Board of Control from time to time. No serious opposition to the 
operation for sterilization has been encountered. On the contrary, some of the 
more intelligent parents of the patients have favored it." — From Eugenical 
News, May, 1918. 

Protecting You from the Criminal and Protecting the Criminal from 
Himself. — One of the strongest advocates of the plan to establish a Psycho- 
pathic Hospital in California is Chief of Police August Vollmer of Berkeley. 

A bill will be introduced in the 1919 session of the California Legislature 
to provide a Psychopathic Hospital, and in support of this proposed legislation 
Chief Vollmer has written the following appeal : 

It would be difficult to picture a more unjust method of dealing with our 
delinquents than the one now in vogue. 

Gross injustice to prisoners is common, due to lack of understanding 
fundamental causes of prisoner misconduct. 

AH types are permitted to associate in our penal institutions, with disastrous 
results to both transgressors and society. 

No thought is given to factors responsible for the individual's criminal 
act — whether caused by physical or mental disorder or committed by a victim 
of circumstances. 

The real purpose of our criminal courts and entire penal system is to 
prevent crime; and yet how impossible the task unless we consider all the 
causes of crime. 

Medicine now deals with the causes rather than the effects of diseases and 
plagues. To prevent malaria and yellow fever the breeding places of the 
mosquito are removed; typhoid danger is minimized by fly control and proper 
sanitation ; rats are exterminated to destroy the fleas which in turn cause 
plagues ; and fresh air, sunshine and wholesome food have reduced the death 
rate from white plague. That the principle involved should be applied to the 
prevention of crime can not be denied by any one who believes in crime pre- 
vention. 

Careful study of small groups in this and other countries has resulted in 
such success that the need of universal study of delinquency and its causes is 
apparent. 

Investigation of youthful "repeaters" in Chicago by Dr. William Healy 
proved that the factors responsible for delinquency are more numerous than 
we ever believed possible and to a large extent subject to control. 

A thorough psychiatrical, neurological, psychological, serological and medical 
examination supplemented by sociological investigation by field workers should 
be conducted in the case of every delinquent. With the results of these in- 
vestigations before him every judge should be able to act intelligently and 
protect the rights of the individual and society as well. 



